FAMILIES COMING TOGETHER:  A COMMUNITY DIALOGUE ON BREAST CANCER AND WELLNESS
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Dr. Maxine Hayes, Washington State Health Officer, delivers the keynote address at the first Cierra Sisters cancer conference.  Her talk focused on health disparities in the African American community and tips for healthy living.











Participants listen to Dr. Maxine Hayes’ presentation.  








Panelists from “It Can’t Happen to Me: Cancer in our Community”.  


L-R:  Barbara Laners, facilitator; Patricia Dawson, M.D.; Bridgette Richardson, Cierra Sisters Executive Director; Michael Hunter, M.D.; Alison Ward, Ph.D.








Panel #2 – Moving beyond Tuskegee:  Demystifying clinical trials


Panelist Felicia Atterberry shares her successful participation in a clinical trial to treat her breast cancer.  She encourages the audience to consider joining a clinical trial to “save the life of another family member”.  Listening are facilitator Tony Orange, Heather Hughes, R.N. and Mehmet Fer, M.D.  














Participants line up for the healthy catered lunch.  





Participants were people of all ages including children who came with their moms.
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The final discussion of the day “Taking care of yourself if you’re diagnosed with cancer and the spiritual side of healing” involved a lively discussion with the audience about access to quality healthcare and improving culturally competent care.   From L-R:  Facilitator Vivian Phillips, Barbara Laners, Pastor Robert Manaway and Leanna Standish, N.D. from Bastyr University











Conference organizing committee (L-R):  Genita Wea, Sandra Evans, Bridgette Richardson, Felicia Atterberry, Lori Aoki, Diane Greene and a participant
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